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EOC Announces Student Winners 
 
Columbia –The South Carolina Education Oversight Committee today announced the winners of a 
statewide student contest for children in kindergarten through Grade 8.  
 
The overall winner at the elementary level was Sydney Echols, a fifth-grader at Hammond Hill 
Elementary in North Augusta. Mattie Jo Thomas, an eighth-grader at Lady’s Island Middle in Beaufort, 
was the overall winner among middle school contestants. Each winner received an iPad, courtesy of 
private donations. Representative Andy Patrick, an EOC member, participated in the Beaufort event. 
 
The contest highlighted the EOC’s 2020 Vision, a plan to drive educational improvement in the state.  The 
2020 Vision sets the goal that by the year 2020, all students in South Carolina will graduate with the 
knowledge and skills to compete in the global economy. Students were asked to write an essay, create a 
poster, or take a photograph in response to the following question: What does education mean to me 
and my future?  
 
There were 1,076 entries from students who attend public, private and home schools. Individuals from 
the Writing Improvement Network, the South Carolina Arts Commission and the South Carolina State 
Library assisted in judging the entries. 
 
Sydney Echols wrote an essay describing how education means higher paid jobs and greater volunteer 
opportunities in her community. Sydney wrote that education also gives her a global perspective: “I will 
understand how changes in China, Europe and the Middle East can affect our country’s economy and 
politics. People with higher education are respected and have the knowledge to make business, policy, 
and social decisions based on this information and influence others to help make change when needed.” 
 
Mattie Jo Thomas submitted an original, black-and-white photograph of two hands holding a satellite 
picture of the earth. The caption reads, “The world is at my fingertips. Education will determine the 
course my life takes.” 
 
“These students showed such creativity and passion for learning. We will share their words and pictures 
with South Carolinians in future publications and on the EOC’s website,” said Neil C. Robinson, Jr., chair 
of the EOC.  

Runner-up winners received a $50 gift card to Books-a-Million. All winners, including their primary teacher 
and principal, are listed below. 

http://www.eoc.sc.gov/
http://www.eoc.sc.gov/
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Elementary Level: 

Category Student  Grade/School/District Teacher Principal 
Overall 
Winner 

Sydney Echols 
 

5th Grade 
Hammond Hill Elementary  
Aiken School District 

Nikki Mock 
 

Janet Vaughan 

Runner-Up 
 

Riley Dagan 2nd Grade 
Daisy Elementary  
Horry School District 

Bobby Ingle 
 

Dawn Brooks 

Runner-Up 
 

De'Andre Gause 
Grayson Norman 
Savannah Wright 
Hajar Ridaoui 
Alexis Moore 

1st Grade 
Daisy Elementary  
Horry School District  

Whitney Pierce 
 

Dawn Brooks 

Runner-Up 
 

Jessie Lee Gilstrap 2nd Grade 
A.R. Lewis Elementary 
Pickens School District 

Annette Black 
 

Thomas Polidor 

Runner-Up 
 

Cole Bell 4th Grade 
Daisy Elementary  
Horry School District 

Brandy Phillips 
 

Dawn Brooks 

 

Middle Level: 

Category Student name Grade/School/District 
School 

Teacher Principal 

Overall 
Winner 

Mattie Jo Thomas 
 

8th Grade 
Lady’s Island Middle School 
Beaufort School District 

Lynn Jester Mona Lise Dickson 

Runner-Up 
 

Harry Vuyiya Kenya 8th Grade 
Boiling Springs Middle School 
Spartanburg District 2 

Scarlett Pack Penny Atkinson 

Runner-Up 
 

Marissa Hines 7th Grade 
Cherokee Trail Elementary 
Abbeville School District 

Jennifer West  Chester King 

Runner-Up 
 

Wilson Wallace 7th Grade 
Beaufort Middle School 
Beaufort School District 

Stephanie Luzny 
 

Carole Ingram 

Runner-Up 
 

Hannah Perry 8th Grade 
Beaufort Middle School 
Beaufort School District 

Stephanie Luzny 
 

Carole Ingram 

 
 
The SC Education Oversight Committee is an independent, non-partisan group made up of 18 educators, 
business persons, and elected leaders. Created in 1998, the committee is dedicated to reporting facts, 
measuring change, and promoting progress within South Carolina’s education system. 
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What does education mean to you and your future? 
 

Sydney Echols 
 

Hammond Hill Elementary School 
 

5th grade 
 

Ms. Nikki Mock, Teacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In my world, getting an education means completing high school, college and 

graduate school: no exceptions. The broader my education is, the greater my 

understanding of the world will be. This will give me an advantage in seeking employment, 

because I will have expanded technical and personal skills. I will also be able to see the 

world from other points of view besides my own. 
 

Getting an education means having access to more of the opportunities life can 

offer, and the more education the larger those opportunities become. I will be more 

likely to find a job that pays better than those jobs that will be available to people without 
 

an education. I will earn a good living and be able to provide for my family. I will be less 

likely to experience unemployment or poverty. 
 

With education, healthy foods will not be out of reach for my family, and we will be 

able to have good insurance that pays for services from doctors and hospitals. That means 

my family will be healthier and should live longer. 
 

In addition to these benefits for myself and my family, my education can also impact 

my local community because I will be better equipped to contribute in many ways. For 

example, l could volunteer my time in schools as a tutor, or lead projects to 

help in community improvement or development, or even be the mayor of my home city. 
 

With a global perspective, I will understand how changes in China, Europe, and the 

Middle East can affect our country's economy and politics. People with higher education are 

respected and have the knowledge to make business, political, and social decisions based 

on this information and influence others to help make change when needed. 
 

My achieving a higher level of education will set a good example for my kids and 

other kids I may try and help. They will then influence the next generation and on and on. 

This makes our community, our state and our country stronger in the global environment for 

centuries to come. 
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